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RECURSIVE FILTERING ALGORITHMS FOR SHIP TRACKING

INTRODUCTION

Existing naval forces can be deployed and concentrated more effectively with a better
knowledge of current and probable future locaticns of the surrounding shipping. Making
good use of available surveillance assets in performing this tracking function requires the
correlation of data coming from many sources at unpredictable times. Because of the
large volume of such data, there is interest in creating a capability for automatic ship
tracking using sporadic and noisy observations of position only. This report investigates
the use of certain recursive filtering techniques, in particular ones based on Kalman filters,
for this purpose. This work provides alternatives to existing algorithm.s for possible use
in automatic ship tracking.

The ship tracking algorithms were designed for these anticipated uses:
Track Generation (Kalman Filter)

® Estimation of present location

® Prediction of future locations

® Generation of “gates’” (position confidence regions) for report-to-track cor-
relation at present time in a multitarget environment.

Track Smoothing (Bayesian Smcother)

® Generetion of “gates’ for report-to-track correlation at previous times (i.e.,
for out-of-sequence reports) in a multitarget environment

® Estimation of previous locations (i.e., track history).

As input data, these algorithms require reports specifying time of observation, observed
ship position, and a covariance matrix for the errors in the observed position (or equiva-
lent information in the form of a confidence region, containment ellipse, etc.). If an ob-
served velocity is zlso reported at a given observation time, it also must be accompanied
by a corresponding error covariance matrix in order to be utilized. Because of the adapt-
ive nature of the Kalman filter used for track generation, no additional information (such
as estimated heading, speed, or maneuverability) need be specified externally, and a track
can be initiated with a single observation. The time intervals between successive observa-
tions may be variable. The input reports are normally processed recursively in their nat-
ural time sequence and need not be recalled after their initial use. The incorporation of
an out-of-sequence report, however, requires that the intervening reports be available for

Manuscript submitted December 23, 1976.

.............

PR o

TITITSSYIOND



S

-
.-
-l

L T T T 0 et o ket L1 e oS Kk ol AR 0 O AR s - i .+ N A 2

WARREN W. WILLMAN

reprocessing. As output, these algorithms provide (a) estimates of ship position, at present
or future times for the track generator and at past times for the smoother, (b) er r co-
variance matrices, or e:juivalent containment ellipses, that correspond to these esuumates.
The track generation algorithm also provides estimates of average velocity (two compo-
nents; and maneuverability (two parameters), which are revised after the receipt of each
observation.

There are two salient features of these particular tracking algorithms. First, they are
based on a continuous-time ship motion model. This feature allows observations that
are unevenly spaced in time to be processed in a statistically consistent manner by the
track generator. It also enables the smoother to consistently interpolate the tracks for
processing out-of-sequence observations. Second, the ship motion is approximated in
this model as the vector suin of a constant average velocity and a two-dimensicnal
Brownian motion. These two velocity terms are processed concurrently but separately
by the track generation algorithm. A standard Kalman filter is used to estimate the average
velocity with the position. Another recursive procedure is used to estimate the intensity
statistics of the Brownian motion from the “residuals” of this Kalman filter. These
estimates then are used as ‘‘driving noise’” parameters in the Kalman filter to adaptively
modify its subsequent operation. The purpose of this adaptive modification of the basic
Kalman filter algorithm 15 to make it flexible enough to track a wide variety of ship
motions without prior external specification of the motion type.

The track generation algorithm operates recurzively in time. Basically it propagates
the track forward between observations by dead reckoning and updates it whenever a
new report is received. The track smoothing algorithm operates recursively in reverse
time using the output of the track generator (position estimate and covariance matzix) as
input. These two algorithms are first developed here for tracking on a planar surface.
Then they are extended to tracking on the surface of a sphere, both in geographical co-
ordinates of latitude and longitude and in three-dimensional rectilinear coordinates. The
algorithms for the planar case are implemented as experimental Fortran programs and
tested on both realistic and idealized ship tracks.

SOME COMMENTS ON RECURSIVE FILTERING TERMINOLOGY
Let x be a state vector describing a ship’s location such that
x(t) = F(t)x(t) + w(t), (1)
where F is a matrix time function and w is a Gaussian vhite noise process with mean

w(t) and (known) normalized covariance matrix Q(¢). This normalization refers to the
limiting value of

[y

A E{[w(t +4) - w(t+Ah) - w(t) + wt)][w(t+A) -~ w(t+A) - w(t) + xTJ(t)]T}.

The state vector x will contain two position components defining the ship’s location, and
possibly other components, such as velocity, as well. At sporadic times ¢;,i=0,1,2, ...,
noisy observations z; of x(t;) are received such that
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NRL REPORT 7969
z; = Hx(t;) + n;, (2)
where H; is a matrix and {n;} is a sequence of independent ~andom vectors such that
n; is Normal [0, R;]
and is statistically independent of w. The obe:.vation times are ordered such that

i> je=t; > t; but are otherwise arbitiary. Ausc, a prior probability distribution is as-
signed t.o the state vector at the initial observation timec such that

x(ty) is Normal [X,,M,] . 3)
For any pair of times ¢t and T such that T > t > t,, the conditional probability dis-

tribution of x(t), given the prior distribution and all the observations contained in the

interval {t4, T], happens to be multivariate Normal. The moments Jetermining this cis-
tribution are denoted as follows.

Definitions
2(T,t) = E{x(t)] givenall datain [to, T]

K(T. 1) = E{lxm = (T, O] [=(8) - (T, m’} given all datain [to, T]

bad
—
(2N
N

L}

n(t, t) = E[x(t)] given all previous data

P(t) = K(t, t) = E [x(t) - 2()][x(¢) - (t)]T  given all previous data

Capital letters denote matrices, and lower case ones vectors; A7 denotes the trunspose of
A; E denotes expected value.

The Kalman filter corresponding to Eqs. (1), (2), and (3) generates statistics re-
cursively from the observations. These statistics are, at any time ¢, an estimate of the
state vector x(t) and an error covariance matrix for this estimate. These statistics have
the property that

(1)

filter estimate of x(t)
and

P(t)

filter error covariance matrix for x(t).

Hence, this Ka man filter may be regarded as a real-time conditional probability computer.
Time ¢t may b: at or between observation times.

Another recursive algorithin, called the Bayesian smoother for Eqs. (1) through (3),
can be used in conjunction with the Kalman filter algorithm to computc n(7, t) and
K(T, t). Tl.e details of both algorithms are shown in Appendix A. n(T, ¢) is called the
smoothed « stimate of the atate vector x(¢) at time T, and K (T, t) is called the error
covariance matrix of n(T, t).
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In the limiting case where det [My] — oo for the prior distribution of x(tg) (i.e., a
“flat prior™), n(7T. t) and K(T, t) may be interpreted as the first and second moments,
respectively, of the normalized likelihood function (i.e., integrates to unity) of x(t) for
the observation values received and the motion model postulated. This normalized like-
lihood function is also multivariate Normal. No prior distribution for x({p) is involved in
this interpretation, which includes the Kalman filter statistics x(¢) and P(t) as special
cases of n(T, t) and K(T, ¢).

UNDERLYING SHIP MOTION MODEL

The tracking algorithms are based on the Kalman filter and Bayesian smoother for a
specific motion model in which a ship’s motion is approximated as the vector sum of a
constant (average) velocity and a two-dimensiona! (random) Brownian motion. The in-
tensity of the Brownian motion, which is actually specified by three independent param-
eters, is selected to correspond to the extent of maneuvering performed by the ship with
respect to a constant-speed, great-circle course. This particular motion model was selected
as a basis for these tracking algorithms for the following reasons.

& The general recursive filtering algorithms of Appendix A reduce to particularly
simple forms for this model if the earth’s curvature is neglected. Modifications to account
for this curvature are also relatively simple.

® The motion model has sufficient flexibility to give at least a rough approxima-
tion to a wide variety of ship motions.

® The smoothed tracks generated are grea. circles between smoothed observation
points.

® Unevenly spaced observations can be accommodated in a systematic way.

® Tracks can be initiated with a single observation, so no qualitative distinction
between tracks and unassociated observations is necessary. Track initiation and observation-
to-track association can be regarded as special cases of track-to-track association.

® The linear size of the containment ellipse generated by the corresponding Kalman
fil.er (i.e., the track propagation algorithm) often grows only as the square root of the
time elapsed since the last observation. Since the gates used in observation-to-track asso-
ciation algorithms often correspond roughly to these containment ellipses, this is possibly
an important element in achieving good ohservation-to-track association performance with
sparse observations at high shipping densities.

The execution of the tracking algorithms based on this model requires that each re-
port of a ship’s location specify the time, the observed position, and the (2 X 2) covariance
matrix of the observation errors. The average velocity and Brownian motion intensity
parameters are estimated from the observation data and need not be specified externally.
As output, the algorithms are capable of providing the following information about a ship
at any given time.

GITITSSYIOND
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Track Generation Algorithm (Kalman Filter}

¢ Estimates of current position and average velocity (four components
altogether)

& A (4 X 4) covariance matrix for the errors in these estimates

® An estimate of the three Brownian motion intensity parameters describing
the ship’s maneuvering.

Track Smoothing Algorithm
¢ Estimates of position at any past time
® A (2X 2) covariance matrix for the errors in these estimates.

The informration conceming the ship’s position is the output of primary importance.
Estimates of average velocity and inaneuvering are included chiefly for the ulterior pur-
poses of estimating future and past positions.

This motion model is tailored for tracking with position-only observations. It is also
possible to incorporate independent velocity obeervations into the tracking procedures,
but this is not a completely straightforward extension. The difficulty is basically that a
ship’s velocity in this model has two components—an average velocity, which is being
estimated, and a completely random velocity, which is not. What is observed, however,
is the sum of these two components; thus some additional assumption must be specified
about the relation of the observed velocity to the constant-velocity component of the
model. Possible procedures for making such a modification are discussed in Appendix B.

TRACKING OF PLANAR MOTION

It is convenient to begin the detailed development of these tracking algorithms with
the consideration of a special case. In this case a ship’s motion is restricted to a portion
of the earth’s surface which is small enough to be edequately approximated by a plane.
The resulting algorithms are thus easier to understand and can easily be generalized to
algorithms for tracking on a sphere. In fact, this generalization is basically just a matter
of rotating the coordinate axes at each time of interest, usually an observation time, to
realign the y axis with Jocal north.

In this planar context, an approximation of the ship’s motion is described by a state
vector consisting of two rectangular position coordinates, x and y, which satisfy the dif-

ferential equation
x wy
abi Il Rl K (4)
y y

where
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wy |

- - - is a two-dimensional Gaussian white noise process with constant mean

wy |
.

- ~~=| (the ship's average velocity) and constant normalized covariance matrix Q
v | (representing maneuvering about this average velocity) such that

It is assumed that bias has been removed from the position observations so that the obser-
vation at time ¢; can reasonably be approximated as the 2-vector

2yxi x(t;) [nxi
S ) i DR i (5)

Zyi 7 li) Ryj

Nxj
- —- 1 is a zero-mean bivariate Normal random variable with covariance matrix R;
such that

|
Fxxi 1 Txyi
Riy=j-—-—-+—---

.| .
Txyi | Tyyi

The @ and R; matrices have been kept deliberately in general two-dimensional form. No
significant computational reduction appears to be possible, unless the obhservation errors
are assumed to be statistically independent in those rotated coordinates which also diag-
onalize the @ matrix. Although such an assumption may be reasonable in some situa-
tions, it might constitute a serious inefficiency in the use of the data when the “error
ellipses” of successive position observations are long and narrow and differ widely in
orientation, which is a case of major interest here.

Track Generation—Adaptive Kalman Filter
Although a Kalman fiiter for Egs. (4) and (5) could be constructed directly, it could
not be implemented in practice for position estimation because the average velocity com-

ponents u and v and the Brownian motion intensity matrix @ are not known. They must

6
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be estimated from the observation data as Lhe track is bring generated. It is assumed,
however, that the covariance matrix of each observation error is known to the tracker
(i.e.. both the observed position and error covariance matrix are necessary parts of the
input data).

If the average velocity components are adjoined to the state vector of the ship mno-
tion model, the motion can be described in terms of the augmented state vector by the
differential equation

e o o o m ] [
3 0.0 0 1 1 y wy

SR [ [ | DD B I (6)
u o, 0! 0o, o0 u 0

—T— - -===TrT--"=-"7r-"-"-"71T-0-= - .—-_

Lod Lotvororvodbod ool

where wy and wy now denote zero-mean noise component:' and Q denotes the correspond-
ing 2 X 2 partition of the 4 X 4 driving noise matrix, the other components of which are
zero. Furthermore, the position observations can also be expressed in terms of this aug-
mented state vector as

Tz 1 Lo oo !0 T x)] i
it il Mkt Mttt Sty Sttt £ Bl B ettt b M
2y; 0O+ 1 4, 0 1 O y(t;) nyi |
u
L v U

Hence, if Q were known, u and v could be estimated concurrently with x and y by the
use of the Kalman filter corresponding to Egs. (6) and (7). As an ad hoc procedure based
on this concept, this filtering algorithm is used as if @ were a known constant matrix,
except that the value of @ used in these computations is updated at each observation
time by another recursive slgorithm. The initial estimates of u, v, and Q are all taken as
zero, which in effect gives priority to estimating the average velocity (u, v) over estimating
the “maneuvering matrix™ Q.

The Basic Kalman Filter

If Q is treated as a known constant for the moment, the evolution of the conditional
mean and covariance matrix of the state vector between generic observation times t; and
ti+1 can be described by specializing the results of Appendix A to Eqgs. (6) and (7), giving
the following differential equations:

PPN ye- )
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i<
j=0
G=0
=0

I.’xx = 2Dpyu + Qxx
i’xy = Pxv ¥ Pyu t Qxy

Pyy = 2Pyv + Qyy

Pxu = Puu
Pxv = Puv
I.’_vu = Puv
v i’yv = Pw
i’uu =0
I.’uu =0
Pw = 0.

In this case, the differential equations can be integrated analytically to give

Z(tieq)
5'(&;1)
a(tjr-tl)

0(t7e1)

x(th) + Tu(t?)

= y(&) + 70(tf)

at)

bitt)

Pex(tf) + 2, (t1)T + Py (61)72 + qey7
Pay(tf) + [Pep(t]) + Py (81T + Py ()72 + gy
Pyy(t}) + 2p,{t})7 + py,(¢])72 + g7
Pxy(t]) + Puu(tf)T

Pxy(t]) + puy(ti)T

Pyu(t]) + Py (tf)T

Py(t]) + pu(tf)T

Puu(t?)

Puu(t?)

Pu(t?),

B AR Nt mira e e LS e e g s ree s Y e S RN PRIRIERICT YT 14 e msa e nphe oy penptry

(8)

9
(10)
(1)
(12)
(13)
(14)
(15)
(16)
(17)
(18)
19)
(20)

(21)
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where 7 = t;,; — t;, and the m variables denote the corresponding components of the

P matrix at time t7,,. After the observation

at time t;,,; the conditional mean and covariance matrix components are updated ac-

cording to the equations

o

Xis1 xi uj Pxx : Pxy ze(i +1) - %; - T

===l --- |t} -—-r--- :}1 ——————————— (22)
| Vi yi b; Dxy : Pyy iv1 zy(‘ +1) -y - 105

i1 u; Pxu : Pyu 2o (i +1) - X; — TU;
——=|={---|*|--=r---| R|----------- : (23)
Ui+ Ui Pxy ' Pyy i+1 2y(i +1) - yi ~ 1Y,

where the integer subscripts i and i + 1 indicate the value of variables at ¢} and t,, and
the P matrix components at t},, are computed from the equation

Pxx | Pxy ' Pxu t Pxu Mxx :
R T TR e b o
| I | 1

Pxy | Pyy | Pyu | Pyv Mxy
Rl IE T T, r-=-1 =[--=1
Pxu : Pyu : Puu : Puv Myy :
TTTYTTT A TTTYyTTT} T T I
| Pxv | Pyv ! Puv ' Pw _] L Mxv !

i+l

Myx

Myy

Myx
x - —

+ rey(i +1)

Myy | Mxy :
..... I — -
i |

Myy | Myu
_____ P :
Myy : LTI
R, |
Myy 1+ Myy !

Myy | [ Mxx ! mxyj
- - —_—— e -
I
Myy Mey | Myy
— o — — — — — ':———
Myy Mxy : Myy
——_——g | - o=
Myy | L Mxv | Myy |
-1

Lo ] (24)

Once the initial conditions are specified, Eqs. (8) through (24) define the track gen-
eration procedure under the assumption of known Q. A convenient practice for initiating
this procedure is to start tracking at time t§, immediately after the first observation, with

T3TITSSYIOND
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x(to) = 240

¥(tg) = 2y

(25)
i(tg) = 0
i(tg) = 0
Pxx(t3) = Txxo
ny(ta) = Txyo
(26)

Pyy(3) = Tyyo

1
Puu(td) = Pw(tg) = 5 V?

all other components of P(t5) = 0,

where V is the (extemally specified) average speed of ships covered by the tracking sys-
tem. It is possible to avoid specifying a value of V by using p,,(tg) = Pw(tg) = ©°, which
corresponds to the use of a flat prior for the initial state vector to generate its normalized
likelihood function. This modification would make the tracking somewhat less efficient,
however, and is probably needless since a reliable estimate of V, or at least a finite upper
bound, would usually be available.

Adaptive Modification for Recursive Estimation of Q

To account for unknown Q, note that the term

(i +1) - x; — 74;

zy(i +1) - ¥;i — 0

in Eqs. (22) and (23) can be expressed as

which, if Q were known, would have a zero mean and covariance matrix

Mey | Myy Tqxx | TqQxy Fex(i +1) 1 ryy(i +1)

_._._:.._... + _.._:_-_ Y R U S | I,
( .

Myy | Myy Tqxy | Tqyy rey(t +1) | ryy(i +1)

10
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Furthermore, if Q@ were known and used in Egs. (8) through (24), the vectors

€x(i +1) zx(i +1) - %; - T;

ey(i +1) zy(i +1) - §; — 10
would be xt;ntktically independent, in which case a reasonable statistic Q(i +1) for ap-
proximating Q at time t;,, would be given by the equations

1 i+l
Geeli- 1) = 745 2

[eij - pxx(tj-) - 'xxj]

SV

[
b

axy(i— 1) = i+ 1 Z ;J [exjeyj - pxy(tj-)— "xyj]

and

‘.
-

<&
<
—
+
[
e
1
"y
by
™)
[

= le2, - Ty - .
7 [‘yi Pyy(4j) "ny] ’

-,
L
-t

where 7; denotes ¢j — tj-1. These statistics cannot be used directly to estimate Q because
Q is needed to compute the €'s and p’s However, these statistics obey the following re-
cursion equations:

. (€2(i +1) — my, — (i +1)

G+l = 4l + [ el @7
(e (i +1)e (i +1) ~ my, ~ re (i +1) '

Gyl +1) = Gy + Gy [ > T - a,y(i)] (28)

and

e2(i+1) - m,, — r, (i +1) ]
Gyyli +1) = Gy @) * Ty [ - -z - 2,y . (29)

where 7, myy, myy and my, are defined as in Egs. (8) through (24). As an ad hoc pro-
cedure, Eqs. (27) ti:rough (29) are used recursively to generate estimates of the compo-
nents of Q, starting with §xx(0) = Gxy(0) = Gyy(0) = 0. It is also desirable to constrain
these estimates so that they form a positive semidefinite matrix which is diagonalized by
a rotation to coordinates aligned with the estimated average velocity vector (i.e., maneu-
vering is assumed symmetric about the ship’s average heading). One way which has been
found to accomplish this is to use the following as estimates for the time interval (¢;, ti«1)
in the context of Egs. (8) through (24):

11
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.9 _ a9
_1 W -u
Ixx = 3 [‘ + 5‘2_+_a? {l (30)
Gay = 2= (31)
a? + o?
and
a0 _ a9
N PO
q)'y"z[ &2+6'2l]’ (32)
i
where
t = max {0, [§. (i) + g,,(D])} (33)
(@t
¢ i .5; deyli) >
l I A
A=t i T Q) < -k (34)
et ]
R
-~ i otherwise .
@b xy

The justification for this procedure is given in Appendix C.

Final Algorithm
This completes the specification of the rzcursive track generation procedure. To sum-
murize this procedure, tracking begins immediately after the initial observation at time 1, with
initial conditions given by Eqgs. (5), (25), (26), and 3¢x(0) = @xy(0) = gyy(0) = 0. From
time ¢; to time t,,i = 0, 1, ..., the track is generated as follows:
“Track Propagation
® Generate qxx, gxy» Gyy from Gex(i)s Gry(i), dyy (i) With Eqs. (30) through (34).

® Use these values in Eqgs. (8) through (21) to generate x(t;,,), ¥(t; 1),
@(t;js1), 9(t;sq), and the m’s.

Track Updating

®  Use these values of the m's in Eqgs. (22) through (24) to generate the new
estimates £;,, $;41, fi;+1, U4+ from the observations z, (i +1), z,(i +1).

12
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® Use Eqgs. (27) through (29) to compute Qe (i +1), Qxy(i +1), gyy(i +1),
where (as defined earlier)

Zx(i +1) - .f,' - TU;

€x(i +1)

il

Ey(i +1) Zy(i +1) - ii - Tﬁ,‘ .

Note that track initiation is accomplished with only one position observation in this
algorithm. Hence an unassociated observation can be regarded as a one-point track. In
this regard, it is perhaps helpful to consider a track as consisting of the time history of
the conditional mean and covariance matrix of the entire state vector, not just the time
history of £ and y. With this interpretation, no qualitative distinction between report-to-
track association and track-to-track association is necessary. The implementation of this
algorithm requires that a total of 17 quantities be carried, propegated, and updated for
each ship being tracked (i.e., the estimates X, y, i, ¥, the 10 independent “p'’ compo-
nents of the corresponding covariance matrix, and the maneuvering parameter estimates
éxx’ éxyo and ayy)-

In actual operation, it might be well to reinitialize this tracking algorithm, perhaps
at the discretion of a human operator, if a sequence of consistently large residuals €, and
€y are encountered for a given ship; such an event would imply an abrupt change in ma-
neuvering behavior. Another possibility would be to limit the i + 1 factor in Eqgs. (27)
through (29) to some maximum to prevent the estimates of Q from depending too
heavily on old observations.

Prediction of Future Positions

Although the preceding algorithm is contemplated mainly for the updating of posi-
tion estimates after the receipt of an additional observation (one-point updating), it can
also be used for computing the conditional probability distribution, given all currently
available observation data, of a ship’s position and velocity at a future time. If ¢; is the
time of the last observation, this can be done with the track propagation steps of the
above algorithm by regarding the future time in question as t;,,. The conditional dis-
tribution is then Normal with mean (predicted position and velocity)

Ff(t,rq)—‘

and covariance matrix M, as defined by Eqgs. (12) through (21). Aside from its obvious
tactical value, this information can also be used for the construction of position and/or
velocity gates in observation-to-track correlation; in the latter use, ¢;,, is the time of the
observation possibly being correlated. In either case, however, unless a new observation
is actually used to update the track, the ‘“‘track updating™ steps are not performed and

13
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any subsequent track propagation or updating proceeds from time ¢; as if these computa-
tions had never taken place.

Track Smoothing

In addition to keeping track of the conditional distribution of a ship’s current posi-
tion and wvelocity, it is occasionally useful to know the current distribution of its state
vector at a previous time as well (i.e., the smoothed track statistics n and K). The main
use foreseen for this information is in obeervation-to-track association for out-of-sequence
observations. A smoothed track can be considerably more precise in practice than the
past history of the track generated by the corresponding Kalman filter. This extra preci-
sion would enable out-of-sequence observations to be correlated to tracks more accurately
in areas of high shipping density.

This track smoothing algorithm is the specialization of the generic Bayesian smoother
of Appendix A to the particular ship motion model adopted above. As a simplifying ap-
proximation, however, it is assumed that the curmrent estimates of the velocity and ma-
neuvering parameters u, v, gxx, xy, and gyy at the time of smoothing are the exact values
of these quantities—with one exception. The estimates §xx, §xy, and gy, are first adjusted
according to Egs. (30) through (34) to insure that the resulting ‘“‘maneuvering” matrix, de-
noted by Q, is positive semidefinite. Then Q is further modified to compensate for the
uncertainty in the velocity estimate, which is suppressed by the assumption that & and §
are precisely known constants. It has been found by numerical experimentation that this
modification can be achieved reasonably well by replacing @ with a matrix Q such that

_ Pou(T) 1 Puy(T) 7]
Q=Q +(T-tg) | -—--- |- [ (35)
|

where T is the time of smoothing and ¢, is the time of track initiation. This simplification
makes it poesible to use the Bayesian smoother corresponding t» Egs. (4) and (5), rather
than to Eqgs. (6) and (7), a reduction from four state variables to two. To unplement
this smoother at time T requires that the quantities £(t}), ¥(t;), p,,(t ), p,y(t ), and
py,(t ) be available for all observations times ¢; such that ; <T.

For clarity of notation, the components of (T, t) are denoted here by

i720)

&nd those of K(T, t) by

14
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The variables n and K are continuous in ¢t and obey the following differential equations
between generic observation times t; and t;,; (T is considered a fixed parameter here):

BRI

: (_ an(T, t))_
n = — ~ =

ot
and
K = QPlK + KP1Q - Q, (37)
where
(£(t) = X(]) + (t—t;)u
F(t) = §(&7) + (t-t;))v

Pux(t]) 1 Pry(8])

P(t)y =|---~-- P - +(t-1)Q

is the Kalman filter solution corresponding to Eq. (4). Equations (36) and (37) can be
: integrated analyticelly in this case by noting that the quantities

£
P-l n-}---
y
and
P YK -P)pP?

are constant on the interval (¢;, ¢;,1). Therefore, by continuity, n(t) and K(t) can be
computed for any te(t;, t;,y) in terms of their values n;,; and K;,, at time ¢;,; as
follows:

® Let

M.y = P(tiyg) = P(t]) + Q(t;e1 - 1), (38)

16
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Xiep = X(t7p1) = (W] + ultiuy - 1)), (39) o
Leus)
g and
i -~ - "
! Yier = Y{tie)) = F() + vltjeq — t;) . (40)
: ® Compute
(1) 5 Xi1
n(T,0) =| === |+ POM | may | =~ (41)
y(t) Yi+l
and
K(T.t) = P(t) + P(OM;} (K; .y - M; o )MILP(D) . (42)

Thus, it is 2asy to compute n and K recursively, starting with

‘ [z
. N7 =|---| and K(T,T) = P(T)
[

and using Egs. (38) through (42) on the interobservation intervals in reverse sequence.
Note that setting t = t; in Eqs. (40) and (41) give: n; and K;. Equations (38) through
(42) can be computed component by component by first defining

T=tivy — 4
and
s§=1t - t,',
3
then computing
py = pxx(t?) + Qxx8,
Pq = pxy(t;'.-) + qus ’
_ +
p3 - pyy(ti) + qyys [}
my = pxx(t;) * QuxT,
m2 = pxy(t:‘) + QxyT’

mg = pyy(t;) + qyy'rv

16
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Xjs1 from Eq. (39),
and
Yie1 from Ej. (40,

and then computing

- - Pym3 -~ pomg ~ p2my = pymy ~

O =20 + =0 G -Fa) + 122 5 5y (49)
mlm;, - M2 - MIM3 - YN2

- - PaMm3 ~ P3my ~ Pgm; — pamy _ ~

YO =30 + = @y - Fa) + 222 5 S5, e
m1m3 - mz m1m3 - m2

hex(t) = peg(t) + {kxx(‘.'n)lpxma = Pamy1® + 2k (tsy)(pym, - pymy]

2
1
X [P1m3 - P2m2] + kyy(tiﬂ’[sz) = lezlz} { 2} » (45)
mymsz ~ my

kxy(t) = pyy(t) + {key(t;sy)pymy - Pamgllpomy — p3my) + kyy(t;sy)

X {(pgmy ~ pyma)(pamy ~ p3my) + (pymy T Pamg)(p3m,y - pamy)]

2
1
thyy(tic1)lPamy - pymy)(pym, - pPamyl} {m - mz} . (46)
1Mmg — my

and

kex(t) = pyy(8) + {kxx(fi»l)lpzms - p3mg}? + 2kyy(tis1)lPgmy ~ pym,]

’ 2
1
X [pam3 = pgm,} + kyy{tis1)lPgm, ~ szzlz} {‘ 2} . (47)
mymg = my

Note that Eqs. (43), (44), and the corresponding Kalman filter equations for £ and y
imply that the smoothed tracks (%, ¥) for this type of motion model have constant veloc-
ities between observation times. The tracks are continuous, but there are, in general, dis-
continuities in the velocities at the observation times.

Numerical Performance

These planar tracking algorithms have been implemented as experimental Fortran
programs. These implementations have been tested on both idealized and realistic ship tracks.

17
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Figure 1 shows the performance of these algorithms on a realistic ship track con-
sisting of 17 observations. Covariance matrix information here is depicted in terms of a
corresponding “‘two-sigma ellipse,” a level curve of the (Bivariate Normal) probability
density function which contains 86% of the probability mass of the random variable in
question.

Figure 2 shows the comparative sizes of the Kalman filter's and Bayesian smoother's
86% containment ellipses for some representative previous positions for this same ship
track. The smaller size of the smoother’s containment ellipses is significant in the
observation-to-track association problem for out-of-sequence observations, as explained
earlier.

Figure 3 is a listing of the Fortran program that generated the results in Figs. 1 and
2. Execution time on a CDC 3800 computer was 2 s for this example. This is just an
experimental program, but it gives a rough indication of what is involved in the imple-
mentation of these tracking algorithms.

Figure 4 shows the tracking algorithms’ performance on an idealized track. In this
case the true track is displayed to show the tracking accuracy.

—

S
- 86% POSITION CONTAIN- \
- ~ MENT ELLIPSE FOR LAST |
/ OBSERVATION —ELLIPSES
FOR OTHER OBSERVATIONS /
NOT SHOWN, BUT -

SOMEWHAT
SIMILAR, __ —  FILTER'S {AND SMOOTHER'S)
-—

| — B86% CONTAINMENT ELLIPSE
—
FOR CURRENT POSITION AT
LAST OBSERVATIUN TIME -
OTHER POSITION ELLIPSES
NOT SHOWN.

IMTIAL /

OBSERVATION

AND POSITION
ESTIMATE | »
s S R
-5 -
DATA : 33 SEQUENCE OF OBSERVED
POSITIONS
KALMAN @ — ~@ SEQUENCE OF CURRENT
FILTER: POSITION ESTIMATES AY
{1 POINT UPDATING) OBSERVATION TIMES
BAYESIAN SMOOTHED TRACK AT
SMOOTHER: LAST OBSERVATION TIME

Fig. 1 —Performance of recursive tracking algorithms on realistic ship track (true track not shown)
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IR

4 J 10 HOURS BEFORE
. CURRENT TIME

/
- yd
4 { & eeme———- KALMAN FILTER'S 86%
g -5 POSITION CONTAINMENT
Vg ELLIPSES AT PREVIOUS TIMES.
/
{ ,"/ 49 HOURS BEFORE ———— BAYESIAN SMOOTHER'S 86%
S-— CURRENT TIME CONTAINMENT ELLIPSES AT
L 10 CURRENT TIME FOK

1 PREVIOUS POSITIONS .

Fig. 2—Containment ellipses at last observation time for previous positions on realistic ship track

TRACKING ON A SPHERE: GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATES

The ship tracking algorithms developed in the preceding section can be extended to
include the effects of earth curvature if it is assumed that this curvature is negligible
within a ship’s position sigma ellipse generated by the filter or the smoother. In this
case, the ship’s motion can continually be approximated by Egs. (4) and (5) in local
rectangular coordinates. Although it has been found convenient for some other tracking
algorithms of this type to keep these local x, y coordinates aligned with the estimated
velocity vector for reasons of symmetry, it seems simpler here to keep them aligned with
lc-cal north because the motion and observation models are fully two-dimensional anyway.
This section contains an extension of the planar filtering and smoothing algorithms to
tracking on a sphere when a ship’s location is described in geographical latitude and longi-
tude coordinates. Alternate algorithms are developed in the following section for tracking
on a sphere in rectilinear coordinates, which have certain computational advantages.

NIRRT

220y

Track Generation

T AR TN ey

The basic procedure using the recursive filter is to perform the track propagation step
3 with dead reckoning along a great-circle path using the estimated average velocity. Track
updating i* accomplished by first establishing a rectangular coordinate system centered at
the current propagated position and aligned with local north, then updating as in the sec-
tion “Tracking of Planar Motion,” and finally computing the latitude and longitude of the
updated position. Between successive observations, say at times t; and t;+1, the details of
this procedure are as follows.
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PROUGRAN ALY

KALMAKN FILTER wI1TH AUAPTIVE CKIVING KCIZE

RIHENSION T{999) 9 XX29G9) YY1 2951eX5(959)9Y5(999)1PAX{999)1AX(599)
DIHENSICON AY{929)oPXY(7GG) PYYIUGOY s ARAX{UY) sARKY (599 2ARY Y (959)
DISENSTION SFAJI999) 3075 (59519 THI999)

READ PARAMETER VALULS

M = MUMRER OF DETECTIONS (= 1Oe OF CATA CARDS)
VELVAR = PRiuit SPEELD VARJANCE

READ 50719l sVELVAR
FOCRAATII39F1VL5)

RFAD (&Nl STORIY DATA FOR EACH DETZCVICK

T = T

AXsAY = ORSFRVED LCCATICG'. CCORDILATES

SHA = SEILAJOR AXIS CF 86 FLKCELY CCLTALENRT ELLIPLE
FOR OBSERVATION

Sl = SELTIFINOR AXIS OF CiiiTaliwiERT ELLIPSE

THT = ORIENTATION UF SEITUAJIR AXIS (LEGREES CLIOCRWISE
FRCH Y~AX1S5)

FORMAT(AF L. &)

DO 9 I=x)eN

READ SOTUSTUIY o AX{ I oYU 05 i oDl il o THT
TAT=THT/57.3

ARXXUT = ( (SIARLINGTHT I ) 624 (S I&CUSITHTY I A82) /4,
ARAYLI)=SINITHT Y #ZOSTHT )& Lo h 200 A= 3T 430 ] ) 24 o
ACYY UL =Sl NIT s T ) 620 ¢ (5, A0aCOLLTITIIRE2)/4.,

INITIALIZATION

xXxt1)=AX(1)
YY()1)=AY())
PXX{1)=ARAX(])
PRY(1)=AXY(])
PYY{(1)=A3YY (1)
CIlsFxX{1)+PYY(])
C2oSCRTUIPXX(11=PYY{ 1)) 25240t 2PXY (] ) 282)
Cl=e58(C14+C2)
C2=C1~-C2
SHAJL =2 4 #5GRTICYY
SUMIN{(1)=2,#5CRT(C2)
THU1)=5T3%ATANLIPAXL1)=C1I/PXYI]1))+Gu,
QXA3yue

UXY=0,

QYY=U,

U=nQ,

Vzu,

PXL-:\L.

PXVEU,

PYusy,e

PYV=ue
PUJU= 5 VELVAR -
PLUV=E o

Fig. 3—Program Iting
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FVVzPLL duced from
CAnzue %:‘:: °,va'.\ab|o copY-
C AY= Je

CYV=U,

RECURSTVe STLIC VECTirR FOTIMATION

LS 1 I=24.

LX=AKL])

LY=AYL])

IXX=ARXX(])

2XY=ARXY(])

RYY=ARYYU(])

TAG=T{[)=T(1=1)

XRAR=XX(j-1)1+UBTAL

YRAR=YY{[-1)+\V#TAU

CRXzPXAL =1 )42 o #PXUC T AUGPULETLLE TACH+QXXETAL
GXY=PXY{1-1)+(PXVIP (U) s TAL+PLVETAUSTAU+ARY 2 TAL
CYY=PYY([=1 142 #PYVeTAU+PYVRTAURTAL+CYYETAU
GXU=PXL+PUURT AU

AXV=0XV4+puVETAL

GYuPYULPUVETAL

GYV=PYV+DVVETAU

NET=(CXX4RXXJ&E(GYY+RYY )= XY+ AY ) 25
HXX=(GYY+RYY)Y/DET

HXY=~{GXY+RXY)/DET

HYY=(GAX+RXX}/0CT
DXAXLTY=AXX=GXX: GRXAIRA=D &I X BGAY 4 aAY~LX Y BGXY BHYY

PAY LI ) saXY=GXX 2GR Y P HAX= (GAXEG) T4LAYCGAY ) SHAY=GXYRGYYERYY
DYY L) =QYY=GVYEGYYHHY V=2 (2 AYY 4 GAVEAAY = GX ) #GXY #HXX
Cl=PXX( y+0YYL )
C2=SORTUIPXXITI=PYY I )&E24447PXY(])342)
Cl=e5%1C1+C2)

C2=C1-C2

SMAJL1)=22,8SOKTICY)

DUINITI)=2,2500T(C2)

Tl =87 22 ATAMUIPAX [ J=C1)/PAY ) 1490,
PAUV2GAU=GARSGR. BHXA=IOA? 1 TG40 AY =30 W) R HAY=CAYEGYURHY Y
PAVZEAV = GAAEGAV APHAR =L GANECYVHOAY TGAV ) PHXY=GXY 4 GYVEHYY
V= YU=GY Y BQYURHY Y (CY Y S CALF LAY EAYU ) o HAY =GXY #GXUSHAA
PYVaGYVoGY Y SAYVAHY Y lGY Y EL AV XY #GYV ) EHAY —GX Y 4 GXV 84X A
PUJzPUL=GLUEGXUMHAN=D £ Cac tGTUEHAY =GYURGYUSHYY
PUVzPUV=GXUEGXVEH N a= [ CXUE AN Yo GY L QA ) R HAY ~GYUSGYV R MY Y
BVVaPVV=GXVEGA BHAN=D 4 At “CVL SHAY=GYVEGYVENY Y
PETERXAPRVY=RAYARIXY

HXX=RYY/DET

HXY==RXY/DFT

HYY=RXX/DET
XX(]):AﬂAR+(PXK(l)ﬁ”£A+PA]([;GHAI)“(LA-XBA&)
Xx([)th(l)+(FXA(l)*HNY#FLY(I)‘VYY)“(LY—YPLR)
YYUL)=YRAR(PXY L) #puas40Yy (] )0 ) & (L X=X/ K )

YY) =YY+ (PXY T epAY4E YY) #HYY ) & (LY=YEAR)
U,u+(PkunHXX+PYU¢HkY)*(Zﬁ—rggg)+(PAJ¢HxY+PTuudYY)&(ZY—YBAR)
V=\+(DAV§HXX¢UYV.HAY):(ZA-XFAP)+(pkf6HXY+DYV¢HYY)G(ZY—YBAR)

LPUATE CRIViah falde 2aT1rate

RI=FLOAT(T)
CAR=CAR+ UL UZX=ANAN) £ F2=GAX=RAA )/ TAL=CKRY /R

Fig. 3—Program listing (continued)
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Lo
=
L)
=
=2
Ll
Lyl
I
b
Yoo
m
==

. CXY=(CXY4 (L (ZX=ARAR )& L V=Y3AK) =GEY=RAY Y/ TAU=CAY)/RI
: CYT=CYYa (L LZY=-YRAK) #EZ=GYY=~KYT)/TAU-CYY)/R]
RK=CXY® (URUSVV)/E/V

DX%=CXX

LYYaCYY

TF(DXXelLTe ra) DXX=u 4

IF(DYYelTava) NYY=ity

IF (R eGT oPXX+DYY) RK= AX4DYY
IFIRK LT =nXX=11YY) RK==PaAX=-NYY

OXXm o5t (AXX+NYY+RK* (Lir,=VEV )/ (UBLIVEV))
QXY=Rr&#UaV/ (UsUsVeV)

QYYeQXA=RKr {UsL=V&V)/{LaLeVEY)

ouUTPuT

1 = ORSERVATION IftcX

T = TIME

{XXs YY) = CURRENT POSITICH FoTIMATE [N X-Y COORDINATES

SMAJ = SEMIMAJCR AXIS OF 86 PMERKCENT CONTAINMERT ELLIFSE FOR
CURRENT POSITION

SMIN = SEMIVINOK AZIS OF COHTAINELTY ELLIPSKE

TH = ORIENTATION OF SEAL AJOKk AX1S (Dz6e CLGCKWEISE FROM Y-AXIS)

ANANNONANNONNWNND—

00 3 I=1,N
2 PRINT 7oT{I)saX(T) oYV i)sauAJLTsOMIRLI) o THID)
7 FORMATI(?2UX93F1 - e295X927 10 e2/)

PRINT 8
a FORMAT(20X///)

TRACK SM.OTHER

[aXaNs]

: XSINY=XXIN)
; YS{N)=YY ()
f'1eN--1
: DER=T(H)=-TLL)
' QAX=QXX+PULXLEL
: CXY=0XY+PLVEDELN
WYYsLYY4PAVHRL L
DC 2 K=1ehiil
1 ==K
; Tav=Tl1+1)=T(])
! P1roXX(1)
i P2 XYL}
. P3aPYY(])
: PEH=FI4OXARTAU)E (P22, YY#TAL) =l 73GAVETAG) 882
HXX=P1#(P3+0YY2TAUY=E?H (PO4+UAYRTAL)
HXY=P24 {P1+OXYHTAU) =LY {F24uXY R TAU)
HY X224 (PI34+QYYETAU) =F s {P2+CAYE T, U)
HYY=P38 (PI14+OXX2TAC)=F2:(P2+0ATETAV)
KOV P Y=ANM I )4 IHA R IAST T4 )=RA T ) =Lk TAU) +HAYH(YS{ T4 1))=Y )~VaTAL) )/
10¢4:i
i 2 YSi[)=YY (I 4 lHYXe (AS{ 41 =X {1 = 8 TAU) +1IYY R (YS(I4+1) =YY I)-VETAL) )/
: 10Ei
! SXASPXa (L)
EXY=PX L)
SYYV=PYY (!
Cl=5XX+5YY
C285GRT U LuAX= YY) a& )4l ot OAYRED)
Cl=e5%(C14C2)

Fig. 3—Program listing (continued)
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c2=C1-C2

Stind (R 22 450LRT(CL)

SUHININY 22 #5CKTLC D)

THINMYEST43vATALLISXX=C1}/3XY)+C..e

DO 5 L=2»sK

1 ‘l:"l.,"'&

TAUZTLi+1)~T(1)

P1=FXX(})

P2=PXY (1)

P3I=pPYYI(L]Y

Al=PlelaXs+TAU

A2sPZ+LAY*TAU

A3sP3+CYY®TAU

: DETSALEAZ=R2RAD

3 ; H1=A3/C:T

: H2=«-A2/0LET

: : H3=A1/00T

3 Bl1=Ple#ril+P2¥hg

L2=Pi1%12+F2%H3

B3=P2%li1+F38H?

S4=P2¥R2+bk 3813

D1=SXX~A)

G2ESAY=22

D3=SYY-A3

E£1=Bl*D1+b2%..2

E2=p1ROZ+12005

E3=E3ED14pbL™;2

F4=B3%#D2+R4ED5

SXX=Pl+FT1#1]14+72#A2

SXY=P24+F 140 34E2 1KY

SYY=P3+Eaxph3¢EL Sy

CL=SXX+5YY .

C2=3DRTULOXX=LYY )R 24h ot LAY 82

i Cl=e5%(C1+C2)°
C€2=C1-C?
S:AJT=2,.250RT(C])
2711 =2+ 30ET (C2)

& THEIII=D a2t ATAL LGRS A=C1 )/ waY )+ .o

ouTPLT

1 = GASERAVATION IRLLX

T = Thit

(Ao Y5) = OADOTHED PULITIL: L A=Y CUURDINAIEY

SITAJ = SENTFAJOR AX1D CF 86 PIPCIML CONTAINMENT ELLIFSE FUR
SOGTHED POSITIO:!

S & STMIAINOR AXIS OF Cun A .H4EGT ELLIFSE

T = CRIENTATIGN OF 5T-0 A2l ALY (UFGe CLUCKISE FrROM Y=AXIS)

[aXANANAYAYA N AN KA e Wal

DO 4 [=]44i
fn PRINT ToTO1yoXn01)eYo(tyou 2 a0iYes [R(1Y»THIY)
Fap

| Fig. 83—Program listing {continued)
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— 10

a—
-— 9
=" a_aER: 25 FILTERS 86%
CONTAINMENT
i ELLIPSES FOR
l CURRENT POSITION
AT OBSERVATION
24 *a TIMES SHOWN —
ELLIPSES FOR

SHIP TRAVELS 11/2 I OTHER TIMES
TIMES AROUND THE “|  NCT DISPLAYED.
SQUARE AT CONSTANT

SPEED. | (

INITIAL OBSERVATION AND
POSITION ESTIMATE.

~¢—)C POSITION OBSERVATIONS
(EQUALLY SPACED IN TIME)

TRUE TRACK
@ — —-@® SEQUENCE OF CURRENT
SIZE OF 86% POSITION 17 18 POSITION ESTIMATES AT

CONTAINMENT ELLIPSES (CIRCLES)
FOR ALL OBSERVATIONS —ACTUAL
OBSERVATION ERROR VALUES WERE
ALt ZERO.

OBSERVATION TIMES — NUMBERED
IN ORDER (KALMAN FILTER)

SMOOTHED TRACK NOT SHOWN.

Fig. 4—Performance of recursive ship tracking algorithms on idealized track
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4 ® Beginning at time ¢; with the y axis oriented toward local north and the x axis
toward local east, let ¢; and y; be the latitude and longitude of the estimated position at
3 that time. In these local rectangular coordinates, the velocity estimates &;, o;, the (4 X 4)
E state covariance matrix P;, and the maneuvering matrix estimate Q,— are also available. For
3 convenience here, denote south latitudes and west longitudes as negative.
1 ® Propagating the ship’s position by dead reckoning to that at the time ¢t;,; of the
E next observation, adopt a new coordinate system with origin at that position ($ie1> Vi41)
with y' and x’ aligned along local north and east. These perameters are specified by the
equations
: fr .
3 Y=g+ R, = earth radius (50)
2 e
( 3 i 3
y ~ _ =11 i .
b ;41 = Sin [sm ¢; cosy + 7 cos ¢; sin 'y]
3 (51)
3 rad .4 T r
3 is1€ [‘ 3 §] y
5: ( . ﬁi sin Y h
: gin§ = —————
f cos i1
\ 5 - (52)
I . .
cos ¢; cosy ~ ? 8in ¢; sin 1y
cos b = = .
\ €08 ;43 J
Take &€[0, 21T)
Im =y; + 6
3 ) (63)
] if Jiq > 7, Vier = Ve - 2.
¢ Compute
~ ¥; cos ¢; cosy — fsin ¢; siny
Uis1 =
f cos 3" +1

Py

26
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cos ¢‘

cos ¢; 41

1 3

i+1 T Y

These are the values of ¥, 4 at time ¢t;,; in local rectangular coordinates.

® Define the rotation matrix 6;,; as

bier = g | oo o oo
f Dilhiey — UjVjaq :i'), el * Qjlijey
ff Tt
i R R I Bu e
“a@; 1Y Uie1 ! Vjey
A |

® Compute fv-!,-ﬂ from ccvariance propagation equation for rectangular coordinates,
Egs. (30) through (34) and (12) through (21) for this motion model.

® Rotate to updated coordinates:
0; 41 0

My = ﬁiﬂ
0 6i4q

Qier = 0;41Q:651
values of Q, £, ¥
X4 =0 at time ¢, in local
coordinates
¥isq = 0.

26
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e Compute with Eqgs. (22) through (24) and (27) through (34)

Zia1 )

y. i+l
Yie1 estimated values at time t;,, in
local rectangular coordinates

Uivy

Py
Qis1 -

® Compute latitude and longitude of (updated) position estimate at time t;ﬂz

y|+1
¢|'+1 = ¢|+1 + 75 Rc

xhl
Wi+1 = w;+1 + 5 Re CO8 Qi+l -

— End of Procedure —

Track Smoothing

If the preceding track generation procadure has been foliowed through the Nth ob-
servation time, there are N + 1 observation times ¢;, i = ., N, with corresponding
Kalman filter estimates of latitude and longitude ¢; and w, “The Bayesian smoother can
be implemented in this context by computmg “smoothed" offsets d; to these position
estimates, and their corré.ponding error covariance matrices K;. 'I'hese offsets are 2-vectors
in linear distance units aligned with Jocal north (i.e., the unit vector €yi pointc north at
¢;» ¥;). These offset and covariance matrices can be computed recursively as follows.

® Denote the current (at time ty) positive semidefinite estimate of Q by Qy and
the estimate of the velocity vector
u
v

by uy. These variables are all expressed in the local rectangular coordinate frame of observa-
tion time ¢p.

27
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® Seth=0,KN=PN
® Loop through the following steps fori=N-1,N-2,...,0.

1. Rotate the offset vector d; . and its error covariance matrix K;,; to the local
coordinate frame at ¢;, ¥; by computing

a; = 0,1d;sy
and
L; = 6],1K;410i01
where
a; is the rotated offset vector
L; is the rotated (2X 2) covariance matrix

6;41 is the rotation matrix defined in the previous subsection for the Kalman
filter (which could also be obtained from ¢;, ¥;, ¢;.+1, V;+1 to within the
degree of approximation adopted here).

2. Rotate the velocity vector u;,; to the ith local coordinate frame by computing

_aT
u;p = G144y -

Compute $;,; and ¥;,, from ¢; and ¥; with Eqs. (48) through (£3), except that &; and

i; are replaced by the components of u;.

3. Let
b Re¢°5¢.'+1($i+1" Vi)
l- - ] = e = e - : ————————
Re(¢i+1 - ¢i+1)
4. Compute

Misy = P+ Qry, where @ = 61,1Qu10isy 8nd 7= tieg ~ 4.
5. Compute

—-1 )
d; = PiM;y1(a; - o))
and

B, + BM; (L - M )M73 Py

e
i

28
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which are the offset and the smoother’s corresponding error covariance matrix for the ship
position at the ith observation time, expressed in the ith local coordinate frame. The
component-by-component details of this computation are not shown here, but are analo-
gous to Egs. (43) through (47).

~— End of Loop —

If desired, the latitude and longitude ¢; and ¥; of the smoothed position estimate at
time t; can be computed as follows.

= _ 4

¢ =&+ R, cos ¢;
d:

wi = wl' +F".

e

TRACKING ON A SPHERE: RECTILINEAR COORDINATES

Ship tracking on a sphere is sometimes performed in terms of three-dimensional
coordinates instead of geographical latitude and longitude. The use of such a coordinate
system enables the computational effort to be reduced considerably, largely by the avoid-
ance of trigonometric computations, at the expense of a slight increase in storage require-
ments. This section develops an adaptation of the above track generation and smoothing
algorithms for a spherical earth in these rectilinear coordinates. This particular adapta-
tion circumvents the potential problem of singular covariance matrices.

In this system a target’s position on the earth’s surface is described by a vector

-
1]
N W R

whose components are the coordinates of the target’s position in an earth-centered rec-
tangular coordinate system. Specifically, the x axis is taken as intersecting the equator
at zero longitude, the y axis as intersecting it at 9C°E and the 2 axis as aligned along the
North Pole (a right-handed coordinate system). Boldface lower case letters are ugsed here
to denote such 3-vectors.

Motion along a great-circle path is represented by a vector normal to the plane of the
great circle. The magnitude of this vector is the angular speed of the motion and its sense is
such that eastward motion along the equator is represented by a vector aligned with the North
Pole. Hence, the motion of a target at position r and velocity r is represented by a vector

€
n
R >R

such that r = wXr.
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The track of a target is generated recursively from a sequence of noisy observations
z;,i=0,1 ..., of the target’s position r(¢;) in the rectilinear coordinate sysiem. Also
given with each observation z; is a symmetric 2X 2 covariance matrix R; for the compo-
nents of the observation error vector z; - r(t;) in the directions of local east and local
north. These components of z; could easily be computed by the usual spherical coordi-
nate formulas from a position report of geocentric latitude and longitude.

WARNING: Because of the earth’s oblateness, the geocentric latitude differs from
the more commonly used geodetic latitude (based on the orientation of the local horizon)
by about 10 mi at middle latitudes.

Track Generation

For a particular target, the above-mentioned track generation algorithm can be im-
plemented in this rectilinear coordinate system by computing and storing estimates of r
and w, a 4X 4 symmetric covariance matrix P for the errors in this estimate, and an esti-
mate of a 2X 2 symmetric driving noise matrix Q after the receipt of each successive ob-
servation. The components of the P and Q matrices refer to the local east and local north
components of the errors in position and velocity and the driving noise. For a time t be-
tween observation times, the target’s position is estimated by dead reckoning (along a great
circle path) from its estimated position and velocity at the time ¢; of the lost observation.
Hence, using the circumflex to denote estimatec values,

(:)(ti) X ?(tl')
(R AAL(A]

T(t) = ¥(t;) cos [(t - ;)| @(t)l] + sin [(t ~ t;)] & (t;)]

w(t) = &ty

If desired, the value of the P matrix can be computed for such an intermediate time as .t
is in the section ““Tracking of Planar Motion."” The x subscripts there correspond to local
east components here, and the y subscripts correspond to local north components.

The item of major importance is the manner in which the estimates of r, w, and @,
and the covariance matrix P are updated immediately after each observation. We initiate
this process immediately after the initial observation z; by setting

to = 25 (3 vector)
@y =0 (3 vector)
Q =0 (2 X 2 matrix)
]
Ry | 0
S
Py = i 02 ' 0 | (4X4 matrix)
0 bL--—t-—-
I 0 1 o2
X 1
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where 7 denotes i(ty), etc., and 02 is an externally specified prior (linear) velocity com-
ponent variance. The general updating step begins immediately after observation time ¢;
with the estimates ;, &;, Q;, and the covariance matrix P,. The components of the mat-
rices P; and Q; are denoted for convenience as follows:

o | i | —1
Pee | Pen 1 Pe¢ | Pen
RO e e
~! Pnn : Ppé | Pna NQee 1| Qen
P = \\-\‘T“'T"“ i Q= \"":"‘"'
Symmetric “\ Péé ! Pén ‘1 9
' .
\\l\p’i’..
L. ~ -

where e and n stand for local east and north, respectively. When the next observation
(Z;+1+ R;+1) is received at time ¢;,,, the following procedure can be used to compute
the updated quantities 1;,,, @;,1, Q;+1, and P; ;.

1. Compute the quantity
a; = V&2 + 52.

It is then possible to express the components of the local east unit vector e and the local
north unit vector n (at location ;) as

~Fila; s

It is not necessary to compute these unit vector components separately, but they are used
in deriving some of the following steps.

2. Compute the local east and local north components, 4; and 0;, of the estimated
velocity at t; as (@; X ;) - 8; and (Q; X ¥;) + ny; this yields

-

- z. -~ o - -~
4 = ay; - a_:- (o;x; +B;y;), (east component)

5.6 — £:0:
0; = (z-f-—'-al—'ﬁ') R,, (north component).

31
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3. Compute
Xia
el Fier
z+1J
such that
~ ~ (‘:’i X ;l) .
Fiy1 = fcos(rh;) + 75, Sin (d;)
]
where

i = V& + B2+ 3F = 1yl

T = ti‘l - t.'-

o
]

This is position propagation by dead reckoning along a great-circle path. As a simplifying
approximation, one could compute instead

2
-~ - T - - PS -
fie1 = 0 (1 -3 “’i""’i) +(w; X 5.

4. Compute the new value

/2
8ia1 = V3 + .

5. Compute the new local east and local north velocity components as in step 2,

giving

S 7S P
Tie1 = G417 ~ @4y (%41 = BiYie1)

& — Feus B
D..+1 - ('3714‘1“; 3+lﬂ|) Re .

' i+

6. Compute the rotation matrix 6;,, such that

5
R
+
—
-t
<
-y
S
+
[
+
R
R
+
[

32
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7. Compute a positive semidefinite approximation to Q;; denote it by

« .

Qee ! Qen
* et
Qi - * | * ’

9en 1+ 49nn

One reasonable method of doing this is described in the section ‘“Tracking of Planar
Motion.”

8. Compute the symmetric 4 X 4 matrix M such that

N Mgyt My, 2 My,

i - R A
\\ ’ p-o l p~o
Symmetric ¥ _¢_ -|r _e
~
and
Mee = Pec + 20T + PiT> + QoeT
Mey = Pon *+ (P + Pp2)T + péixfz + q:nf
Mpp = Ppn + 2PpiT + p,-.;,‘rz + q:nr
Mei = Peé + PéeT
My = Peiy * PénT
Mp; = Pné * PinT
Mui = Pniy * PiaT -
9. Compute the rotated matrices
] T [}
014»1 : 0 — oi#l : Y
M=|---4--- ---d-—-| @axg
0 : 0‘,41 0 : 0‘41
and
Ql'#l = 0"41Qi0i1;1 . (2X 2)

Denote their components with analogous subscripts.

33
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10. Compute the local east and local north components €, and €, of the residual
vector

ex
(Zie1 —Tie1) = | e
y
ez

by taking dot products with the unit vectors e;,, and n;,, (not shown) used in step 2,
which gives

1
€e = Tje1 Ris16y ~Vis16x)
and
-1 . 2
€p = 3R, (_ex?i+l§i#l ~ €y ¥is1Zi41 "’ez“iﬂ) .

11. Compute the new state covariance matrix P;,, as

_ , . — \ -
Pee : Pen | P pei:T My | Mgy
I B e R - -T=T- ==
A pmjpm:pui:pnﬁ men:mnn
Py B[-TLEITLLTLLCEL gy S
Pee | Pne | Pée ' Pén mg | m,,
———m b e ——— b
I 1 \ ]
| Pen | Pri y Pén  Pai |, | Mesi 1 Mna |
t -1 1 1 |
My | Mep Mee | Men | Mee | Mejy
X | |===+=-==| + R;y ———p—m—tm—— = |

1 [} 1 | .
Men | Mpn Men | Mpn | Mpe | Mpi

/

12. Compute Kalman filter correction terms § in local east and local north
coordinates:
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13. Use the Kalman filter correction terms to compute the new estimates f;,,
and w;,1, the components of which are

N 1 ]~ 1 ~ ~
Xie1 T ‘.ﬁ [yi*lse + }: (5:'+12i+15n)] + Xj4

i+l

- 1 i~ 1 ~ ~
Yisr T g [xi+15¢ "R, Gi+lzi+18n)] * Yia

8ie1
R

24 = 3
i+l 8, + 2

e

- 1 ~ 1 -~
is1 = &G * po [3/:+15r‘z ~ R, Giﬂzi*l&é)]

[
[]]
+

Bi+1

I
»
]

I~ 1 P~
Roa;ey [xi+15ﬁ’ R, Gi+1zi+15é)]

- - Qi+
Yier = Vit —5 b
R?

Also, it might be wise to renormalize ¥;,, so that its magnitude is R, to prevent an ac-
cumulation of roundoff errors.

14. Compute the new estimate of the driving noise matrix Q;,;, as Q; 1 = 0 if
i = 0, otherwise as

— 1 1| €e T Mee 1 €e€p T Mep 1 -
Qis1 = Qi1 * 733 \7 |~~~ M -7 Riv1 - Qi
€e€p Mep | €q = My,

— End of Update Cycle —

Simplifying Approximations

It might be possible to reduce the computation required to implement this tracking
algorithm with little sacrifice in accuracy by adopting some approximations. Ir addition
to that mentioned in step 3 for generating 7;,, from ¥; and ;, another likely approxima-

tion is to neglect the rotation of local east and local north between successive observations.

With this approach it is possible to omit steps 1, 2, 6, and 9 in the update cycle by the
use of Ml'#l = Ml'*l in step 11 and Ql'*l = Qi in step 14.

3b
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Track Smoothing

The basic approach here is the same as in pages 27 to 29. The smoother is imple-
menbd as a backward recursion to compute offsets d; to the Kalman filler position esti-
i mates r and also the smoothed error covariance matnces K; corresponding to the d;. The
g ; offsets are computed in local east and north coordinates; thus the d; are 2-vectors and the
3 K; are 2X 2 matrices. If smoothing is to take place immediately after time ¢y, it is as-
sumed that the Kalman filter outputs @y, QF, f;, and B, i = 0, ..., N, are all available.
3 The procedure can be implemented as described below.

® Set
dy =9
Ky = Py
Qy = Q¥ -
® Loop through the following steps fori=N-1,N- 2,..., 0.

1. Follow steps 1 through 5 of the filter update cycle of the preceding subsection,
except with @; replaced by @y to compute 8,1, X;41, Yie1s Zj+1> € and n;.

e e e e 30 o e o S o & A et eebn e s

3 : 2. Rotate the offset vector d;,; and covariance matrix K;,, to the ith local Carte-
sian coordinate frame:

a; = 651d; 4y (offset 2-vector)

L; = 65 ,K;416;41 (2X 2 covariance matrix) .

: ' 3. Compute the local east and north components of ¥;,; — ¥;,; in the ith coordi-
: nate frame:

: € = (?iu ~Tie1) " €

€n = (Fi41~Tj41) o
4. Compute

4 My = B+ @y,

where
Q = 011Qi416in1

Ti = tia — 4.

36
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5. Computc the new offset and covariance matrix:

-—..l ee
di = EMig{ |-~ +a
en
—-1 - —-1
K‘. = I)l + I’,-M"+1(L,'_Mi+1)Mf+lI,i'

— End of Loop —

At this point, one could also compute the smoothed position vectors T; as

5=+ [e; | nj]d;,

where

[e; | m;] denotes a 3X 2 matrix.

a7
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Appendix A
GENERAL RECURSIVE FILTER AND SMOOTHING ALGORITHMS
Suppose- that x is a state vector describing a ship’s motion in the context of Egs. (1),
(2), and (3), and that the corresponding Kalman filter is being used to track the ship.

The conditional moments 1 and K can be computed recursively from the data by means
of the following equations. ,

Forward Equations (Kalman Filter for Eqs. (1) Through (3))

i=Fi+w (A1)
. between observations
P=FP +2FT + Q ' (A2)
pa}) = [P7He) + HERPHTT: P@g) = Mg (A3a)
- T - pyT -1 - at
= P(t]) - Hj [H;P(t))H; + R)™H;P(t;) observation (A3b)
time t"
£(t]) = 2(t7) + PU)HIR [z - H;Z(t])]; £(tg) = %o - (A4)
For the “flat prior” case, use P! (t5) = O in Eq. (A3a).
Backward Equations (Bayesian Smoother for Egs. (1) Through (3))
£=Fi+w (A5)
. between observations
P=FP + PFT + Q (A6)
Py = [P7Y(e}) - HTR'H]? (ATa)
at
= P(t]) + P(t)HT[R; - H;P(¢) ) HT | 1HP(t]) observation (A7Tb)
time t; »
#(t]) = £(¢7) - PU)YHIR Y [z; - H;&(t])] (A8)
38
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M(T, 1) . _ X )
T (T, t) = Fp+w + QP "[n(T,t) - x]; n(T, T) = (T (A9)
X alwuys .
K(T.t) = [F+ QP YK(T, t) + K(T, t)[FT +P1Q] - Q; > sl
K(T,T) = P{(T) J (A10)

The Kalman filter statistics £(¢) and P(t) are computed using only the forward equations
from time ¢y to time t. The moments n(T, t) and K(T. t), for T > t, are computed by
first obtaining £(T) and P(T) using the forward equations from time t, to time T. Then
these velues are used as boundary conditions at time T for : : ackward equations, which
are then used recursively from time T to time t to obtain (2, t) and K(Z, ¢t).

These results are developed in greater detail in Bryson and Ho.*

*A.E. Bryson and Y.C. Ho, Applied Optimal Control, Blaisdell, Waltham, Mass., . 1968,

39
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Appendix B
INCLUSION OF OCCASIONAL VELOCITY OBSERVATIONS

In the context of the planar motion of the section “Tracking of Planar Motion,”
suppose that a noisy, independent measurement of the ship's velocity is obtained at ob-
servation time ¢; in addition to the position measurement z;. We assume that this velocity
measurement can be adequately described as

5 = a(t) + g (B1)
where

{; = measured velocity (2-vector)
actual instantaneous velocity in x-y coordinates (2-vector)

zero-mean, Bivariate Normal, random variable with covariance matrix Z;.

L}

8

"

0

Unfortunately, the ship motion model (pages 4 and §) is an inadequzte approximation to
the actual motion for the purpose of dealing with such velocity observations because an
instantaneous velocity cannot be defined for the Brownian motion component. The
model can be refined for this purpose, however, by specifying a probability distribution
for the difference between the average velocity and the observed, instantaneous velocity.
One convenient way of doing this is to assume that these differences are statistically in-
dependent for different observation times and distributed with a zero-mean Bivariate
Normal distribution with covariance matrix D; at observation time ¢;. As a default proce-
dure to avoid specifying D; externally, it might be reasonable to use

D: = i -qf.x_:._qiy_ ,
N 7 0 |

9zy 1 9yy

where q,,, g4y, and qyy are as defined in Eqs. (30) through (34). This procedure is based
on matching the variances of the observed fluctuations in position.

With this refinement, it follows from Eqs. (4) and (B1) that the velocity measurement
§; can be expressed as
u u
i = ["‘]*(8(‘;) ‘[“] + Oi)- (B2)
v v

40
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the latter term in parentheses being a Bivariate Normal random variable with mean zero
and covariance matrix (; + D;). Therefore, the composite observation vector

Z;
:.-]
can be regarded as a noisy observation of the state vector

 x

at time ¢; in the context of Appendu: A. 'I‘he (4 X 4) covariance matrix of the obeerva-
tion noise 7; in this context is

Specializing the results of Appendix A to this particular case shows that the track

generation procedure (pages 6 to 14) applies here also, except that Egs. (22) through (24)
are replaced respectively by the following three equations whenever a velocity measure-

ment {;,; is obtained at time t;,;:

Xja1 %; B [ Pxx | Pxy 4 [EG+D - & -
===t e ey B oot
ii#-l ¥i ai_‘ ny 1 pyy ; Z,(i"’l) =Y~ W

+1

-~

Pxu : Pxv | -1 u;
===~ QG *Djy) | $ieq - (B3)
Pyy ! pyu_J Vi

i+l

41
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diyy i; Pxy : Pyy -1 z (i+1) - %; - 11'1,--'
--- = -- +|l—=-=r-=- a1 |[Tmmm s
Vi1 Yi Pxy : Pyy i1 2y (i+1) - y; - ﬂ’iJ
Puu | Puy I ?
o it s (Zie1 *Djvy) | Sier — |- (B4)
Puy « Pw |, Vi
i+l
. -1
( [Riu 1 0 :I)
Pygy=M-MM+|-——t-———--——— M. (B5)
0 | Zjsy *Dir |/

The M matrix components are as defined in Eqs. (12) through (21). Since the track
propagation steps are unchanged, there are no additional modifications for velocity ob-
servations in the spherical track propagation algorithms because the track updating steps
are performed in Cartesian coordinates there also.

The results of Appendix A can also be specialized to this case for track smoothing.
It would be necessary to retain all four components of the state vector for this purpose
because velocity observations must be taken directly into account. This would be a dras-
tic departure from the other smoothing algorithms developed in this report, which are
based on a two-component, position-only, state vector approximation. Therefore the de-
tails of this four-dimensional smoother are not developed here. A two-dimensional
smoother can always be used, anyway, by ignoring the velocity measurements.
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Appendix C
DEVELOPMENT OF CONSTRAINT ON MANEUVERING MATRIX ESTIMATE

A procedure is described in Egs. (30) through (34) for modifying the estimates
G2 (i), é‘,‘y(z’), and ny(i) of the maneuvering matrix components to ensure that the re-
sulting estimates form a positive semidefinite matrix whose principal axes are aligned with
the current estimate

of the average velocity vector. The justification for this particular procedure is discussed
below.

Suppose that the estimated average velocity vector is as shown in Fig. Cl1, where the
i and c axes are in-track and cross-track coordinates. From this figure, the formulas for

rotation of coordinates give
x cosd | -sinb i
Y R | I -
¥ sinf ! cosf c

from which
a2
u-
cos2 § = 5 ! 5 (71)
L dy + b
1 1
- o7
gin< § = 3 5 (C2)
g + 9
and
. ﬁiﬁl
gsinf cos§ = 3 3 {C3)
a; + o

For a maneuvering noise covariance matrix which has the diagonal form
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Fig. C1 —Coordinate rotation

g; ' 0
-—:—-~] (C4)
0 14,

in the i, ¢ coordinate system, the corresponding covariance matrix in x, y coordinates is,
by standard formulas for linear coordinate transformations,

My;cos26 + q.8in260 | (q;~q.)sinb cos@
. (C5)

then

Therefore,
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ISRy .
§
NRL REPORT 7969
s _&nb6 . _ . _gng . __ o
%= 9y 7 050 Ty T 9xx 6 °*  5in6cosb
and
P ginf . _ . sinf . Qxy
e = Qxx ¥ 0569 ¥y = Wy T os6 = T Sin6 cos’

from which we get

— ~
1. - Ixy
% =g [dxx * Oy ¥ mo] ©8)
and
_ A
1] . « Ixy
% =g (3= Ty - m] ©n

For arbitrary §,,, 4,,, and §,,, Egs. (C1) through (C3) can be used in modifying Eqgs.
{C6) and (C7) as follows so that the diagonal matrix (C4) is always positive semidefinite:

1

= pof

q; (E+2)

L P (E-k),

(X

where

£ = max {0, (gxx *+dyy)} (C8)

A=< -t if g"_yk"_t_"i<-g (C9)

Using Eqgs. (C1) through (C3) in covariance matrix (C6) for this modified matrix in x, y
coordinates gives
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i where £ and A are defined by Egs. (C8) and (C9).
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